Virginia Mennonite Conference Assembly 2013

July 25-27, 2013

Eastern Mennonite School, Harrisonburg, VA
“Look What God is Doing! Signs of Christ's Kingdom Among Us"
The emphasis of this assembly will be on the Holistic Christian Witness priority from Mennonite Church USA's Purposeful Plan. Rather than working out definitions of holistic witness, we will exemplify it by examining Scripture, and telling congregational stories.
Text: Ephesians 3:1-4:16; 6:10-20
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Thursday evening worship: Ephesians 3:14-21 
Imagine God’s power at work in us! 

This prayer invites us to imagine the unimaginable – the power of God unleashed in the world through the church ‘and in Christ Jesus’ always and beyond time. In this opening worship experience we will celebrate God’s provision of access through Jesus.  It is to the work of God that we point.  The first step in witness to God’s grace is experiencing it!

Speaker: Loren Horst, President, Virginia Mennonite Missions
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Friday morning Bible study: Ephesians 3:1-13; 4:1-6 
God’s intention for the church
Ephesians 3 is the poignant personal word of the Apostle Paul in which he revels in the: ‘manifold wisdom of God’ (NIV) 'wisdom of God in its rich variety’ (NRS). This wisdom is that in Christ Jesus our Lord, ‘we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.’ It is also that the Gentiles have this same access. So, in 4:1-6, Paul summons the members of this newly formed community to bear with each other in unity because of their common Lord. 
Teacher: Carmen Schrock-Hurst, Co-pastor, Immanuel Mennonite Church; Instructor, 



EMU Bible & Religion Dept. 
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Friday evening worship:  Ephesians 6:10-20 
Participating in the vision of God

In this commissioning service we acknowledge the incredible challenge of translating the grand vision of participating as partners with God into a very real sin-broken world.  Even the apostle asks for prayer (6:19)! The commissioning will include VMM workers as well as VMC bishops/overseers, pastors, church planters.

Speaker: Nelson Okanya, President, Eastern Mennonite Missions
[image: image4.jpg]


Saturday morning Bible study: Ephesians 3:14-21; 4:7-16 
God’s provision

Tracking back over the grand prayer of the apostle, we come to the gifting God gives to help realize the vision. Here we are drawn by the possibility of ‘attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.’ Indeed, the basis for holistic witness.
Teacher: Phil Kniss, Pastor, Park View Mennonite Church
