MC USA Update Information
December 20, 2013
Conference Council Members

Faith and Life Commission Members

On December 19, 2013 I received an email from Nancy Kauffman, MC USA Denominational Minister, indicating that Mountain States Mennonite Conference under the leadership of Herm Weaver – Conference Minister, has completed a year of discernment on providing a ministerial credential to a person in a same gender relationship.  (I am providing as an attachment the news release.) This information will be made public from the denomination and/or Mountain States Mennonite Conference on Monday, December 23, 2013.

The public announcement of a Mennonite conference proceeding with credentialing a same gender person will most likely have implications for Mennonite Church USA as well as Virginia Mennonite Conference.   I cannot predict the outcome for MC USA nor VMC, but I can provide you with some information that may be helpful to you.

First, I want to assure you that as the Executive Conference Minister of Virginia Mennonite Conference, I am personally and professionally committed to the Confession of Faith in Mennonite Perspective as my guide for my faith expressions and for the way in which I discern the way of truth when reading the Bible.  I am committed to honor the discernment outcomes of Virginia Mennonite Conference and Mennonite Church USA as part of my work, witness, and representation of Virginia Mennonite Conference in public and private settings.  I believe that the Confession remains the standard for determining truth and error on matters of biblical interpretation, life practices, and insight for the way in which to conduct the life of the church.

Second, I want to restate that the Faith and Life Commission of Virginia Mennonite Conference passed a significant statement reaffirming its commitment to pastoral care for all people, commitment to Article 19 in the Confession of Faith in Mennonite Perspective that states “God intents marriage to be a covenant between one man and one woman for life,” and that any pastor that conducts a same gender covenant ceremony will have their credentials suspended with a review to follow.  It remains my intent to give witness to these commitments made by the Faith and Life Commission in my own witness in congregations, to pastors, and in the broader Mennonite community.  The Mountain States Conference action does not nullify the Faith and Life Commission’s commitments to these statements.
Thirdly, the officers of the Faith and Life Commission gave me the assignment of exploring and developing ways that congregations can be part of Virginia Mennonite Conference while separating from Mennonite Church USA.  This concern grows out of a framework of a few congregations already giving voice to their own embarrassment about associating with a denomination that would welcome same gender relationships as an authentic disciple of Jesus, i.e. the EMU announcement.  These congregations through their pastor have voiced a desire to leave MC USA, however, they have indicated a desire to remain connected to either Virginia Mennonite Conference and/or their respective District.  Some pastors have voiced a desire to already remove from their name the term Mennonite.  In the interest of remaining in relationship with these sincere and mission minded congregations, attempts are being made to see if various forms of membership might contribute to their remaining in relationship with us.  The news on Monday from a Conference moving forward to credential a same gender person will most likely contribute to an heightened concern about their identity associated with VMC and MC USA.   It is our desire to encourage their continue participation in VMC until greater clarity can be sought about forms of affiliation that can allow their continued fellowship with us.

Finally, in the days of turbulence ahead, I want to remind you to be in prayer for Ervin Stutzman, Executive Director of MC USA, Terry Shue and Nancy Kauffman, Denominational Ministers, and all conference ministers as they work through the challenges associated with the Mountain States decision.

With sincere appreciation for your continued prayer and encouragement for the work of being the people of God, engaged in mission – challenged by culture!
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Clyde G. Kratz

Executive Conference Minister 
PS: Please feel free to forward this letter to your pastors.






