Memory Garden Development & Policy at First Mennonite Church- Richmond, VA

   There are many ways of honoring and paying respect to our family members, and dedicated church members who have passed away. Traditional burial and services, in church owned or church associated cemeteries, have been the most common practice over the centuries. In recent times churches have looked at non-traditional funeral practices, which, some feel, are more in line with Mennonite basic living and faith values. These practices are also less ostentatious, less costly and more supportive of ecological concerns.  Traditional funerals were performed with 95% of all persons who died in 1975. By 2010, 50% of deceased persons were cremated. Many people still want to honor persons who “passed away” with a dignified commemorative funeral ceremony, and wish to maintain a place where those persons could be remembered in a quiet, but well landscaped church setting. It is for the above reasons that the members of First Mennonite Church of Richmond set out to design, construct, and administer a Memory Garden on the grounds of our church.
   After moving into our church building in 2004, we decided that we should have a landscape master plan design prepared by a landscape architect.  We wanted a plan that would that would map out tree and shrub placement around the church.  A local landscape architect was requested to develop the design drawings.  Drawings were also included for a future memory garden. In March 2008, we formed a task force to develop our Memory Garden.
   During this time we also visited five or six local churches that had developed memory gardens.  We took photos of these memory gardens to share with the task force.  The purpose of the visits was to see what these churches developed and to get ideas or suggestions as we began our development. 

   In late summer of 2008, we received the new design drawing and began planning the development.  A drainage system had to be installed, land grading had to be done, and concrete sidewalks needed to be poured before planting and irrigation system installation could began.   The task force worked on revision of initial cost estimates based on the new design.  Donation seed money had been contributed to fund the construction of the memory garden but the existing funds would not cover the expected expenses.  Church council worked on a solution for funding thereby allowing the task team to stay focused on the ongoing planning and construction.  

The task force developed a plan for planting trees shrubs and azaleas.  Volunteers were recruited from the congregation and crews worked over a period of several weekends during March, April, and May to plant the extensive list of trees and shrubs and plants.  

By the end of May the final features of the memory garden including the brick memory walls and the irrigation system were completed.  We had a final work day to plant remaining shrubs and spread mulch.   

Church council established a memory garden committee to administer the use of the memory garden. The three committee members were the pastor, a member of the ministerial leadership team, and a member of the Building and Grounds Committee.    Members of this committee re-visited some of the churches that we had visited before starting development to talk with them about their practice and use of the memory garden.  

A memory garden use policy was developed. This policy included information about who could have ashes interred, and associated fees. A scale diagram was developed to map out the available plots for internment of ashes so that we could maintain a record of where and when ashes were placed in the garden.  We worked with a memorial company to develop a standard memorial plaque that could be attached to the brick wall.  

In 2010 the first ashes were placed in the garden following a brief memorial service conducted by the pastor.  Plaques were fastened to the memory wall in memory of Eddie and Scott Hathaway from our congregation.  Eddie had also been one the earliest members of the Memory Garden Planning Committee.  Donations by the Hathaway family after the passing of Eddie and Scott were directed to purchase of two granite benches that were placed in the memory garden. 

Currently the maintenance of the memory garden is the responsibility of the buildings and grounds committee.  This includes grass mowing, weeding, mulching and occasional re-planting of shrubs or trees.

First Mennonite Church of Richmond

Memory Garden Policy

Purpose

The Memory Garden is dedicated to and reserved for use as a lasting memorial providing for

the interment of cremated human remains of members of First Mennonite Church and their

immediate families.

Definitions

Memory Garden refers to an outdoor area on the property of First Mennonite Church that was

dedicated on October 25, 2009 for the interment of human remains.

Member or associate member of First Mennonite Church of Richmond (FMC) refers to the

persons so designated by the Constitution of FMC.

Immediate family not attending FMC, includes the spouse, children, parents, brothers and

sisters of members of FMC.

Non members of first Mennonite Church, Limited to:

● Active attendees

● Previous members

● Inactive members

● Non-members who are associated with the Mennonite Church USA.

Governing Body

A FMC Memory Garden Committee (the “Committee”) shall be established to supervise the

operations of the garden and its records, maintenance and fee structure. The Committee shall

include the Pastor, Chair of Buildings & Grounds and a member of the MLT appointed by the

MLT. A member of the Committee will be selected by the Committee to serve as Chair. The

Committee may recommend variances, amendments to and revisions of this Memory Garden

Policy, but any such variances, amendments or revisions will not be effective until they have

been approved by FMC Church Council.

Interment Agreement and Fees

a. An Interment Agreement, issued by FMC, shall be required for use of the Garden. The

fee of $ 400.00 for members, associate members and former members of ten years or

more who have since moved away,,, $ 800.00 for immediate family, and $ 1200.00 for

non-members must be paid prior to use of the Garden. The amount of such required

payment shall be determined from time to time by the Committee and approved by

FMC Church Council. The payment is without reservation and may be used by FMC for

any lawful purpose.

b. No property right of any kind is acquired by or through the payment for interment in the

Memory Garden.
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c. The fee will provide the Participant interment in the Memory Garden, designation

on the memorial plaque and recording of the name and appropriate data in a

remembrance book. The non-refundable fee may be prepaid at any time in the amount

in effect at the time of payment. Once payment is received a plaque will be prepared

with the participant’s name and kept at FMC until the Memory Garden’s services are

needed.

d. FMC shall enter into Interment Agreements only with Members of FMC and others

deemed eligible for interment in the Memory Garden by the Committee according to

this Memory Garden Policy and only upon the receipt of the appropriate fee. Each

Interment Agreement shall designate the name(s) of the person(s) whose cremated

remains are to be interred in the Garden (the “Participant(s)”). During the lifetime of

any Participant, the Agreement may be modified by agreement of the Participant and

FMC. However, a right to interment may not be assigned, transferred or inherited

except from a Participant who is a FMC member to his/her spouse.

e. Upon death of a Participant, the family of the deceased is responsible for making

all arrangements with FMC for the use of the Memory Garden. The FMC Pastor or

designated member of the Committee shall be the contact person for the arrangement

of interment and service.

Terms and Conditions

a. Legal title, use and maintenance of the Memory Garden shall be in the exclusive control

of FMC. No individual shall acquire any right whatsoever with respect to the use or

appearance of the Garden or related memorial plaques or books.

b. The Participant, on behalf of himself or herself, his/her family, heirs and assigns waives

all rights to access, remove or retrieve ashes of the interred in the Memory Garden.

Only biodegradable containers approved by FMC can be used in the Memory Garden.

Only cremated human remains may be buried in the Memory Garden. FMC and those

acting on its behalf shall not be liable for damage or loss to ashes or for other damages

or losses of any kind.

c. The names of all persons whose ashes are interred in the Memory Garden will be

entered into a memorial book of remembrance maintained by FMC. A plaque bearing

the name, birth and death date of each person whose ashes are interred in the Memory

Garden will be purchased, installed, and maintained by FMC.

d. Interment services are the responsibility of the ministerial staff of FMC. Clergy of other

churches may officiate or assist with approval by the Committee.

e. FMC respects the sanctity of the site, but reserves the right to remodel, alter or

reconfigure the plan or structures of the Memory Garden in its sole discretion. FMC

shall at all times retain full ownership, custody and control of the Memory Garden.

Revised May 2012 Page - 2

f. Memorial wreaths, cut flowers, floral displays, flags or other ornamentation may not be

placed in the Memory Garden without prior written approval of The Committee. The

Committee shall control what items are placed in the Memory Garden and the length of

time those items can stay in the garden.

g. The maintenance of the Memory Garden shall be the responsibility of FMC Buildings

and Grounds Committee. FMC shall designate budgeted funds for the maintenance and

unrestricted donations may be made to the FMC general fund.

h. There will be no monuments or headstones within the Memory Gardens confines. The

memorialization of death shall be indicated by an inscription on a plaque in the Memory

Garden.

Approved Church Council May 8, 2012
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Questions can be sent to Murray at bluemur@verizon.net
