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July 5, 2018
Greetings from Virginia Mennonite Conference to Delegates at Virginia Mennonite Conference Summer Assembly:  

The Virginia Mennonite Conference Summer Assembly theme is “God’s Kingdom: The 3D Experience.”  This theme gives us an opportunity to think about the various dimensions of God’s Kingdom in our experience: inward, outward, and upward.  I am looking forward to being challenged in each of these areas in my own life and ministry during our time together.

As a participant in our Summer Assembly, I want to highlight the significance of your participation.   Article 9: “The Church of Jesus Christ” in The Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective states “The church exists as a community of believers in the local congregation, as a community of congregations, and as the worldwide community of faith.”  Your presence at our Summer Assembly recognizes the significant expression of the Church as a community of congregations.  As we gather together, we seek to bring with us our congregational perspective as we think more carefully about our life together as a community of congregations in worship, discernment, and fellowship. 

I am grateful to Bishop Leslie Francisco and the staff of the C3: Calvary congregation for the hospitality they have extended for our gathering.  I believe their facility provides opportunity for our times of worship, delegate discussions, storytelling, and reporting.  This year we decided to invite you to explore the local restaurants for meal time.  A list of restaurants in proximity is provided at the Hampton Visitor’s Center welcome table in the lobby. In our planning, we have scheduled a longer time period for our noon meal time; we will seek to dismiss at 11:30 a.m. on Friday in order to escape the noon rush hour.  Please invite people to go to lunch with you and make new friends along the way.

In keeping with our By-laws, we are providing the agenda of our assembly and any anticipated actions that be taken during our delegate session.  As you will immediately recognize, there are very few actions to be taken; however, the delegate input is extremely important as we shape policies and organizational structure over the next year.  Some of the key presentations will be:
· Navigating Ministerial Misconduct – Clyde G. Kratz

· District Models – Elroy Miller

· Sexual Abuse and Non-Credentialed Individual- Ross Erb

· Note – this document has not been endorsed by Virginia Mennonite Conference, but is being presented for awareness about a MC USA statement

· Glen Guyton, Executive Director of MC USA, presentation with Q&A

· VMMissions Report, Aaron Kauffman, president 
While I have recognized the business aspect of our Assembly some of the richest feedback from past Assemblies is often focused on other aspects of our Assembly, such as: 
· 6 missional stories

· 2 worship services 

· Thursday evening – worship led by C3, Natalie Francisco, speaker

· Friday evening – worship led by First Mennonite Richmond, Donald Oswald; Glen Guyton, speaker

· Bible Study by Dillion & Esther Sinclair (Jamaica Mennonite Conference)

· Conference related ministry displays

I invite you to join me on Sunday morning for worship at C3!  Consider staying in Hampton, Virginia, an additional night and attend C3 worship service at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday morning.  https://www.c3hampton.org/. Check out their website for additional information about the congregation. 

Finally, I invite you to be in prayer for our meeting.  We have appointed a prayer team that will be engaged in prayer for our Assembly.  It is equally important for each one of us to begin inviting God into our experience as we anticipate following God’s lead in our community and in our life together as a Conference.  

Sincerely,

Clyde G. Kratz

Executive Conference Minister

